


The actors in this important event were:
» A Delegation of Jews from the city of Bethel
» Zechariah....and the priests in Jerusalem
» God.....In Spirit!
» The Messiah...Soon Coming King!
» God’s chosen people...spoken to...but only represented!
A sermon and a prophetic message launched by Zechariah in response to a question....
The question....should we continue to mourn and observe the fast day of Tisha B’Av?
Tisha B’Av....the commemoration of the day of the Temple’s destruction in 586 BC.

Zechariah...One of the youngest of the priests responds when “the Word of the Lord came to
Him” (v. 4):
He denounces and reprimands the people for observing this...and other days with:

4 ]naPProPriate motives...
“Was it really for the | ord that you fasted?
“When you were eating and drinking.were you not feasting for
yourselves?
T he heart of the matter...More concerned with Observance than Obedience?
v" An attitude of:
o self-centeredness,
o forgetting the covenant stipulations of social justice, mercy and compassion,
(7:9-10)
v" Hypocritically substituting the consideration of man-made memorials for God
Ordained Requirements.

Zechariah reminded them that this was the same attitude (neglect of duties, indifference,
and insubordination) that resulted in the Lord invoking His wrath on Israel in which they
were harshly sent into Babylonian exile (Jeremiah 22:21)

You are not listcning...You are not Pagiﬂg attention.....
You are stubborn and obstinate!

What is this saying to us (the Church) today?
Think about it?

Do we really take the Lord’s Table (Communion) seriously?
Let’s read: 1 Corinthians 11:17-32..

Most preachers don’t read the challenging and sobering truth of not observing with
the right motive. That of loving the Lord....humbling one’s self...and giving himself
fully to the Lord’s service.
You don’t have to give your life to preaching the Word or becoming a
missionary...But,




You do have to examine yourself to make sure that you are living a life
pleasing to the Lord...confessing your sins so that you might be
healthy, wealthy, and wise!
e Healthy with physical, emotional, and mental wellness!
e Wealthy with the joy of the Lord.....a satisfaction with the things
you have...and a “plenty” that will meet your needs of the day!
e Wise....in the “Wisdom of the Lord” that He gives to all men
“liberally” as it claims in the Word of God! (James 1:5)

If you want peace, happiness in your home...and a joy in your life....Rejoice in the Lord!

Zechariah 8:1-8:
Following the denunciation of the people’s attitudes and motivations concerning their
worship of the Lord, Zechariah’s message continues with:

Encouraging Promises....xcrom the | ord.

1. Fersonally return to Jerusalem...and dwell among [is PeoPle, (verse 3)

2. His presence in Jerusalem will glorify and sanctify the city, (verse 3)

3. Hewillconvey great blessing, prosperity, peace and security to the population of
Jerusalem, (verse 4-6)

4. No matter how far the Jewish people have been dispersed from the Holy Land, the Lord
guarantees (His Word) that He will return them and restore their covenantal relationship
with [Tim...note that it is a Sovereign Act of (Gracious Authority, verse 7-8).

T his section revisits the theme of the first 3 Visions (1:7-2:13).

Note: Regardless of the condition of [srael’s covenantal commitment toward [Tim, [is

covenantal obligation toward them will not falter.

[He is a covenant i«ieping God... A faithful God... A T ruthful God Who [Does Not | el

Zechariah 8:9-23

The Lord proceeds to motivate His covenant people....
¢ to finish the reconstruction of the temple,
e to respond appropriately to His blessings....of fertility.

How should they respond to His blessings...(v. 16, 17)
e To Speak the Truth to Each Other,
e Render True and Sound Judgments in Your Courts,
e To not plot evil against your neighbor,
e Do not love to swear falsely (lie and enjoy it!).
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e The Betrayal of Jesus for 30 Pieces of Silver (11:12-
13)

e Jerusalem Would Become An International Problem
(12:1-5)

e Zechariah Foreshadowed Modern Warfare (14:12).

When Zechariah Speaks (Not E.F. Hutton), We Should
| isten and Take to [Jeart....




